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Health  Department, 

Frederic  Street, 

Hartlepool. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Housing 
Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  my  annual  report  on  the  health  of  the  Borough  of 
Hartlepool  for  the  year  1952. 

I have  once  again  included  in  the  report  short  accounts  of 
those  health  services  in  the  Borough  for  which  the  Durham  County 
Council  are  responsible. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  childbearing  or  pregnancy.  There 
were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  for  the  second  consecutive  year  ; the 
deaths  from  tuberculosis  have  fallen  to  a level  never  previously 
reached  although  the  number  of  new  cases  has  not  altered  much. 
The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  has  fallen  but  still  requires  further 
improvement. 

Progress  with  slum  clearance  and  building  of  new  houses  has 
continued.  Provision  of  adequate  housing  accommodation  is  the 
most  important  single  means  available  to  a county  district  whereby 
the  health  of  the  community  can  be  improved  and  the  Council  has 
taken  advantage  of  this  to  the  greatest  possible  extent. 

I can  report  from  the  health  point  of  view  a satisfactory  year. 

I should  like  to  thank  you,  Sir,  and  the  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  the  help  given  to  the  staff  in  carrying  out  the  duties 
of  the  Department. 

I should  also  like  to  thank  Mr.  Ward  and  the  other  members 
of  the  staff  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance  without  which 
little  in  the  Department  could  have  been  accomplished. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  SIDDLE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES  and  ANALYSIS  of 
MORTALITY  RATES  in  the  Year  1952. 


England  and  Wales,  126  County  Boroughs  & Great  Towns, 
and  148  Smaller  Towns. 


126  County  148  Smaller 
England  Borough  and  Towns  (Resident  London 

and  Great  Towns  Population  Administrative  Hartlepool 
Wales  (including  25,000 — 50,000  County 

London)  at  1931  census 


Rates  per  1 ,000  Population 

Births — 


Live  Births 

15.3 

16.9 

15.5 

17.6 

21 .5 

Still  Births 

0.35 

0.43 

0.36 

0.34 

0.7 

Deaths — 

All  causes 

11.3 

12.1 

11.2 

12.6 

9.7 

Typhoid  & 
Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.24 

0.28 

0.22 

0.31 

0.11 

Influenza 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

0.05 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(including  polio-ence- 
phalitis) 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.47 

0.52 

0.43 

0.58 

0.4 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths — 

All  causes  under  one 

year  of  age  27.6  31.2  25.8  23.8  46.3 

Enteritis  and  Diar- 
rhoea under  2 years 

ofage  1.1  1.3  0.5  0.7  2.7 

The  comparability  factor  for  Hartlepool  births  was  1 .04  and 
for  deaths  1 . 6. 


STATISTICS  and  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  of  the  AREA. 


Area  (Acres)  

1,841 

Population  (Census  1951)  

17,217 

Population  (estimated  mid  1952)  

17,080 

Rateable  Value  

£80,932 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  

£305  (est.) 

Total  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  at  31.12.52 

4,855 

Number  of  new  houses  completed  in  1952  

137 

POPULATION. 

The  estimated  population  mid- 1952  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  was  17,080  as  compared  with  the  figure  of 
16,990  for  1951. 

The  figures  given  below  continue  to  show  the  slow  upward 
trend  towards  the  pre-war  figure. 


Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Population  by  1951  Census 

1952 


Registrar  General's 
Estimated  Population 

17,870 

15,530 

15,280 

14,840 

14,510 

14,740 

14,950 

15,780 

16,020 

16,660 

16,900 

16,940 

16,990 

17,217 

17,080 


The  distribution  of  the  population  throughout  the  wards 
during  the  year  is  indicated  by  the  following  figures  of  the  number 
of  electors  in  each  ward  : — 

South — 1,283  St.  Hilda — 1,119  Station — 1,520  Throston — 1,965 
Central — 1,829  Hart — 3,457 
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HOUSING. 

There  were  still  at  the  end  of  1952,  1,192  applicants  on  the 
waiting-list  for  Council  houses.  The  number  of  houses  completed 
during  1952  was  130  which  together  with  25  vacancies  in  other 
properties  made  a total  of  155  available  for  letting  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  19  families  were  re-housed  as  special  cases  on 
medical  grounds  quite  apart  from  tuberculosis.  This  may  appear 
to  be  a large  proportion  but  many  of  these  were  simply  cases 
transferred  from  upstairs  to  downstairs  accommodation. 

There  were  8 cases  re-housed  on  account  of  tuberculosis.  The 
fact  that  there  is  a case  of  tuberculosis  in  the  house  does  not 
automatically  entitle  a family  to  be  re-housed. 

In  many  cases  there  is  already  adequate  accommodation 
available  so  that  re-housing  is  necessary  neither  for  prevention  nor 
treatment  purposes.  In  all  cases  it  must  be  clearly  shown  that 
over  and  above  the  urgent  need  of  healthy  families  in  overcrowded 
or  defective  houses,  there  is  still  the  necessity  to  give  high  priority. 
The  emphasis  in  re-housing  tuberculous  families  must  be  in 
prevention  of  further  cases. 

1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  Total 

Houses  built  ..  ..  112  185  118  153  125  182  137  1,012 

Unfit  houses  dealt  by- 
slum  clearance,  demo- 
lition ordei  s,  closures, 

etc 6 156  9 120  86  203  163  743 
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BIRTHS. 


There  were  367  live  births  in  the  Borough  in  1952  as  compared 
with  389  in  1951.  The  birth  rate  for  1952  was  21.5.  A glance 
at  the  diagram  below  shows  that  the  figure  has  shown  a slight 
decline  over  the  past  few  years  although  the  general  level  is  above 
that  of  the  war  years. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  town  continues  at  a high  level — much 
higher  than  the  average  for  England  and  Wales. 


The  total  births  were  made 

up  as  follows  : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births — 

Legitimate 

167 

185 

352 

Illegitimate 

4 

11 

15 

Still  Births — 

Legitimate 

7 

5 

12 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Borough  of  Hartlepool — Birth  Rate  1940-1952. 


■■is 

YEAR  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952 
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DEATHS. 

There  were  167  deaths  which  in  a population  of  17,080  makes  a crude 
death  rate  of  9.7.  The  crude  death  rate  for  1951  was  13.06. 


Borough  of  Hartlepool.— Table  to  show  causes  of  death  during  1952  together 
with  percentages  of  the  total  for  the  3 main  causes  and  for  Tuberculosis. 
(Figures  for  1951  are  given  for  comparison). 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

M 

19 

F 

52 

% of  total 
of  main 

causes  of 

death 

M 

19 

F 

51 

% of  total 
of  main 

causes  of 
death 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

21 

L 

1.2% 

3 

41 

L 

3.6% 

Tuberculosis,  other  . . 

— 

— J 

1 

— 

1 J 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

6 

> 

6 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

3 

1 

4 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

1 

15% 

— 

5 

14.0% 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

11 

2 i 

14 

3 , 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

14\ 

6 

17\ 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

14 

12 

12 

6 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 

— 

2\ 

47.3% 

3 

1 

34% 

Other  heart  disease 

10 

10 

13 

12 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

2/ 

2 

5 

Influenza 

1 

— 

14 

8 

Pneumonia 

4 

31 

1 

12.6% 

8 

3] 

11% 

Bronchitis 

10 

4 J 

f 

7 

61 

Other  diseases  of  resp.  system 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea 

— 

4 

— 

1 

Nehpritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

— 

3 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

— 

1 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

12 

4 

11 

12 

Motor  vehicles  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

— 

All  other  accidents 

1 

1 

3 

— 

Suicide 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 


The  main  causes  of  death  in  order  of  importance  are  unchanged 
viz  : diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  ; cancer  ; pneumonia 
and  bronchitis.  The  relative  importance  of  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  blood  vessels  has  increased  so  that  now  almost  half  of  the  deaths 
in  the  town  come  under  this  heading.  For  the  year,  deaths  in  this 
group  are  3 times  as  high  as  those  from  cancer. 

Influenza  which  took  an  important  place  in  the  figures  for 
1951  was  only  responsible  for  1 death  during  1952.  Pneumonia 
and  bronchitis  showed  little  relative  change  being  responsible  for 
12.6%  of  the  total  deaths  as  compared  with  11%  during  1951. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  of  HEALTH  SERVICES  for 
HARTLEPOOL. 

Hospitals  (under  the  control  of  the  Hartlepools  Hospitals  Manage- 
ment Committee). 

Infectious  Diseases . These  are  admitted  to  Brierton  Hospital 
which  still  maintains  a number  of  beds  for  the  common  infectious 
diseases. 

Tuberculosis.  Brierton  Hospital  is  now  in  the  main  a hospital  for 
cases  of  tuberculosis.  Cases  for  whose  treatment  facilities  are  not 
available  there,  are  admitted  to  hospitals  outside  the  area. 

General  Hospitals.  Hospitals  in  the  area  to  which  Hartlepool 
people  are  sent  are  the  General  Hospital  and  the  Cameron  Hospital 
in  West  Hartlepool  and  the  Hartlepools  Hospital  in  Hartlepool. 

General  Medical  Practitioners. 

The  Executive  Council  for  the  County  of  Durham  is  the  body 
responsible  for  administration  of  the  National  Health  Service 
insofar  as  the  General  Practitioner  Service  in  Hartlepool  is  concerned. 

Midwives.  The  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service  is  a County  Council 
service.  The  midwives  serving  Hartlepool  are  : — Nurse  E.  E.  Lee, 
13  West  View,  Hartlepool ; Nurse  E.  Foster,  75  Marine  Drive, 
Hartlepool  and  Nurse  Weighill,  The  Bungalow,  Grove  Street, 
Hartlepool. 

Home  Nursing  Service.  Home  Nursing  is  the  responsibility  of 
Durham  County  Council.  There  are  two  nurses  : — Nurse  Carter, 
22  Hepscott  Avenue,  Blackhall  and  Nurse  Hart,  7 North  Drive, 
West  Hartlepool. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic.  Durham  County  Council  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics  are  held  as  under  : — 

Frederic  Street  Clinic — every  Tuesday  9-30  a.m.  to  11-30  a.m.  & 

1-30  p.m.  to  3-30  p.m. 

West  View  Clinic — every  Thursday  1-30  p.m.  to  3-30  p.m. 

Sunlight  Clinic.  Held  every  Tuesday  morning  at  Frederic  St.  Clinic. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics.  These  clinics  are  attended  by  the  general 
practitioners  of  the  town  who  see  only  their  own  patients.  The 
clinics  are  held  at  Frederic  Street  and  West  View. 

Birth  Control  Clinic.  Durham  County  Council  run  a Birth  Control 
Clinic  which  is  held  at  Frederic  Street  Clinic  twice  a month. 
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School  Minor  Ailment  Clinic.  This  clinic  is  held  at  Frederic  Street 
as  follows  : — 

Monday  morning — 9-30  a.m.  to  11-30  a.m. 

Wednesday  morning — 9-30  a.m.  to  11-30  a.m. 

Friday  morning — treatment  only — no  doctor  in  attendance. 

Ophthalmic  School  Clinic.  This  clinic  is  held  at  Frederic  Street. 

School  Dental  Clinics.  Held  on  Monday  morning  and  afternoon 
and  Thursday  morning  at  Frederic  Street. 

Chest  Clinics.  The  chest  clinic  is  held  at  Brierton  Hospital,  West 
Hartlepool  for  Hartlepool  and  Durham  County  patients  as  follows  : 

Males  \ morning  and  afternoon — every  Monday. 
Females  J 

Children — Wednesday  afternoon. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic.  This  clinic  is  held  at  Mill  House 
Dispensary,  Stranton,  West  Hartlepool  as  follows  : — 

Males — Thursdays  from  5 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 

Females — Wednesdays  from  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Ambulance  Service.  The  Ambulance  Service  in  Hartlepool  is  a 
Durham  County  Council  Service.  One  ambulance  is  stationed  in 
Hartlepool  and  is  controlled  from  the  West  Hartlepool  Ambulance 
Station. 

The  control  is  continuously  manned  and  receives  calls  for 
ambulance  transports  and  transmits  necessary  instructions.  Where 
necessary  the  County  ambulance  is  supplemented  by  the  ambu- 
lances of  West  Hartlepool. 

The  ambulance  stationed  in  Hartlepool  covers  also  parts  of 
Stockton  Rural  area. 


Usage  of  Ambulance  Service — Hartlepool,  1952. 


J ourneys 
under- 
taken 

Cases  carried 

Mileage 

Travelled 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

(a)  By  County  vehicle 
stationed  in  Hartlepool 

2293 

(2191) 

1699 

(1600) 

3048 

(2584) 

4747 

(4184) 

23462 

(23338) 

(b)  By  West  Hartlepool 
Ambulance  Service  on 
behalf  of  County 
Council 

91 

(107) 

91 

(104) 

1 

(9) 

92 

(113) 

733 

(794) 

Totals 

2384 

(2298) 

1790 

(1704) 

3049 

(2593) 

4839 

(4297) 

24195 

(24132) 

Figures  in  brackets  are  for  the  year  1951. 

Note. — In  addition  to  the  above  the  services  of  neighbouring 
County  Depots  are  also  utilised  particularly  on  occasions 
when  economy  can  be  effected  by  co-ordinating  journeys. 


ii 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  notifications  of  cases  of  infec- 
tious diseases  and  also  the  number  of  deaths  for  1952  and  for  1951. 


Borough  of  Hartlepool — Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


195 

2 

1951 

Disease 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 



Scarlet  Fever  

4 

— 

12 

— 

Measles  

261 

1 

234 

— 

Pneumonia  (Primary  & 
Influenzal)  

3 

— 

5 

5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

29 

— 

13 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

160 

— 

36 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

4 

— 

1 

2 

Dysentery  

4 

— 

1 

— 

Pouomyeliti  5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

The  age- group  distribution  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  for  the  year  1952  : — 


DISEASE 

Under 

1 

year 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65 

& 

over 

Total 

Pneumonia 

• 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Measles 

15 

24 

41 

45 

48 

87 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

261 

Whooping  Cough 

16 

22 

33 

29 

25 

33 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

160 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

27 

1 

— 

— 

29 

Sonne  Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Meningococcal 

Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Poliomyelitis- 

Paralytic 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Poliomyelitis- 

Non-Paralytic 

, 

1 

N.B. — -The  Puerperal  Pyrexia  cases  were  notified  from  the  Hartlepools  Hospital. 
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Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  notifiable  diseases  which  require  to  be  notified  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  districts  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  are  Smallpox,  Cholera,  Diphtheria,  Membraneous 
Croup,  Erysipelas,  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhus,  Typhoid  and  Enteric 
or  Relapsing  Fever. 

Apart  from  these  notifiable  diseases  there  are  others  which 
are  required  to  be  notified  by  various  orders  or  regulations.  These 
include  Plague,  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  Acute  Poliomyelitis, 
Tuberculosis,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Encephalitis  Lethargica, 
Malaria,  Dysentery,  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal 
Pneumonia,  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Medical  Practitioners 
are  required  to  notify  cases  of  food  poisoning. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  Borough  during  1952. 
This  is  for  the  second  consecutive  year. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  continues  to  be  reasonably 
satisfactory  although  there  was  a drop  in  the  numbers  immunised 
during  the  year.  I have  previously  emphasised  that  the  elimination 
of  this  disease  from  the  community  brings  with  it  the  risk  of  a fall-off 
in  immunisation.  The  young  mothers  do  not  remember  when 
diphtheria  caused  such  great  loss  of  life  and  suffering  amongst 
children  and  they  therefore  do  not  worry  unduly  about  not  having 
had  their  children  immunised. 

The  Health  Visitors  make  every  effort  to  persuade  mothers  to 
attend  the  clinics  or  their  own  doctors  for  immunising  and  reminders 
are  sent  out  by  the  County  Council.  It  is  only  by  this  continued 
propaganda  that  we  can  hope  to  keep  diphtheria  out  of  our  midst. 

Immunisation  of  the  child  population  in  Hartlepool  is  carried 
out  by  the  local  practitioners  as  well  as  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  Sessions  for  this  purpose  are  held  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  at  Frederic  Street  for  schoolchildren.  Pre-school  children  are 
immunised  at  the  Baby  Clinics  at  Frederic  Street  and  West  View. 


Diphtheria  Immunisations  carried  out  during  the  year  1952. 


Under 

5 years 

5-14 

years 

Booster 

Total 

No.  of  children  immunised 

171 

74 

117 

362 

13 


The  position  in  the  town  at  the  end  of  1952  was  that  48%  of 
children  under  5 years  had  been  protected  from  diphtheria  by 
immunisation  and  that  68%  of  children  from  5 to  15  years  of  age 
were  protected. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  4 cases  notified  as  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  12  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  deaths. 
In  the  main  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  now  occurring  are  mild, 
without  complications. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

Better  known  under  the  name  of  Infantile  Paralysis  though 
by  no  means  a disease  confining  its  activities  to  infants.  This  is 
a disease  sporadic  cases  of  which  occur  each  year  though  at  times 
taking  on  an  epidemic  prevalence  usually  late  in  the  summer. 
During  1951  there  were  no  cases.  There  were  3 cases  during  1952. 

Measles. 

The  periodicity  of  measles  which  we  have  come  to  expect  in 
urban  districts  seems  in  the  past  few  years  to  have  undergone  a 
change.  As  can  be  seen  from  the  adjoining  table  the  disease  did 
have  a biennial  periodicity  until  1950  since  when  we  have  had  a 
large  number  of  notifications  each  year. 


Notified  Gases  of  Measles — Hartlepool. 


Year 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

No.  of  cases 
notified 

59 

306 

254 

16 

426 

42 

380 

234 

261 

Quite  apart  from  this  change  in  annual  figures  the  monthly 
statistics  are  interesting. 

These  show  that  the  number  of  cases  notified  during  the 
summer  months  have  been  double  or  more  than  double  those  for 
the  winter  months  during  the  past  2 years. 

Whooping  Cough. 

This  is  the  infectious  disease  which  is  becoming  of  increasing 
importance  now  that  many  of  the  other  infectious  diseases  no  longer 
enter  into  the  sphere  as  prevalent  children’s  diseases. 

The  figure  of  notifications  over  the  past  few  years  are  remark- 
able and  although  they  cannot  be  taken  as  the  exact  number  of 
cases  occurring  we  can  rely  on  them  to  give  us  some  idea  of  the 
general  situation. 
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Notified  Gases  of  Whooping  Cough — Hartlepool. 


Year 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

No.  of  cases  notified 

2 

7 

36 

150 

In  my  last  annual  report  I stated  that  in  view  of  the  danger  to 
life  and  the  unpleasant  sequelae  of  whooping  cough,  some  form  of 
protective  vaccine  would  be  welcomed.  I mentioned  that  no 
vaccine  against  whooping  cough  had  been  found  that  was  as 
efficient  as  that  used  against  diphtheria.  However,  immunisation 
against  whooping  cough  is  being  carried  out  now  by  the  Local 
Health  Authorities  in  many  Counties  and  County  Boroughs.  In 
view  of  the  increasing  incidence  over  the  past  few  years  it  would 
appear  that  it  is  now  time  that  a scheme  for  immunisation  was 
introduced  in  the  County. 


Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  changes  with  regard  to  the  tuberculosis 
register  were  introduced  by  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1952. 

The  new  regulations  no  longer  require  a Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  keep  a register  of  T.B.  notifications.  He  may  continue 
to  do  so  for  his  own  purposes  and  without  any  legal  requirements. 

The  “Tuberculosis  Registers”  as  legally  required  will  be 
maintained  at  the  Chest  Clinics. 

Notifications  of  tuberculosis  will  continue  to  be  made  to  the 
district  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  before  and  it  is  his  duty  to 
send  a copy  forthwith  to  the  County  Council. 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  notifications  during  1952,  the 
figure  being  27  as  compared  with  25  in  1951.  There  has,  however, 
been  a great  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  disease — 
this  .reached  the  remarkably  low  figure  of  2.  The  previous  lowest 
recorded  figure  for  the  Borough  was  6 deaths  in  one  year.  Appendix 
I shows  the  trend  of  the  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  as  compared 
with  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  paid  an  annual  visit  to  Hartlepool. 
The  findings  of  the  Unit  are  given  below. 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 


Number  of  Persons  X-rayed  and  Referred  to  Chest  Clinics 
showing  abnormalities  found. 

MALES— 


Minia- 

ture 

Films 

Referred 

to 

Chest 

Clinic 

N.A.D. 

at 

Chest 

Clinic 

AB 

NORMALITIES  FOUND 

EXAMINEES 

Active 

T.B. 

Inactive 

T.B. 

Bronchi- 

ectasis 

Abnormal 

Dia- 

phragm 

National  Service 
Recruits 

74 

2 

2 

Schoolchildren 

176 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Corporation  Depts. 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

123 

5 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— - 

Total 

392 

10 

3 

3 

2 

i 

i 

FEMALES— 


EXAMINEES 

Minia- 

ture 

Films 

Referred 

to 

to 

Clinic 

Abi 

normalities  Found 

Active 

T.B. 

Pleural 

Effusion 

Pneumonia 

Schoolchildren 

132 

1 





1 

Corporation  Depts. 

19 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

197 

3 

2 

1 

— 

Total 

348 

5 

3 

1 

1 

16 


INFANT  WELFARE  SERVICES. 

The  basis  of  the  child  welfare  service  is  the  work  undertaken 
by  the  Health  Visitors.  It  should  be  emphasised  that  the  Health 
Visitor  is  highly  qualified  and  that  besides  being  a trained  nurse 
she  is  invariably  a fully-qualified  midwife  and  has  undergone 
extensive  training  for  her  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate. 

The  main  function  of  the  Health  Visitor  is  the  supervision  of 
the  health  of  the  child  up  to  the  age  of  5 years.  She  also  undertakes 
duties  in  connection  with  mental  defectives,  Tuberculosis  patients, 
old  people  discharged  from  hospital  and  other  duties  connected 
with  the  School  Health  Service. 

The  training,  work  and  value  of  the  Health  Visitor  service  are 
at  the  moment  being  discussed  by  various  interested  bodies.  Whilst 
there  are  obviously  many  different  points  of  view  it  would  seem 
that  it  would  be  unwise  to  dissect  her  work  even  more  by  introducing 
new  specialist  visitors  into  the  homes.  The  Health  Visitor  will 
need  to  work  more  with  the  General  Practitioners  in  the  future 
but  this  will  be  a slow  process  and  will  probably  not  work  properly 
until  such  times  as  group  practice  in  health  centres  develops. 

Work  done  by  Health  Visitors  in  Hartlepool 
during  the  year  1952. 


Domiciliary  Visits. 


1. 

The  total  number  of  effective  visits  paid  : — 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

4,453 

2. 

Tuberculosis 

443 

3. 

General  health 

— 

4. 

Mental  deficiency 

153 

5. 

School 

123 

6. 

Ineffective  Visits  . . 

311 

5,483 

Time  (as  days)  spent  on  visits  (routine,  other  and 

ineffective  . . . . . . . . . . . . 198 

Average  daily  number  of  effective  visits  per  Health  Visitor  22 

Clinic,  etc.  Work. 

Time  (as  days)  spent : — 

(a)  at  M.  & C.W.  Centres  148 

(b)  at  Chest  Clinics  . . . . . . . . . . 43 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Each  week  a baby  welfare  clinic  is  held  at  West  View  and 
Frederic  Street.  This  clinic  is  attended  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
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Health  in  the  capacity  of  Assistant  Medical  Officer  and  the  2 Health 
Visitors.  Babies  are  weighed  and  mothers  given  advice  regarding 
their  babies  and  toddlers.  Baby  foods  may  be  bought  in  the  clinic 
and  National  Dried  Milk,  free  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Ministry  of  Food 
Orange  Juice  are  also  available.  Booklets  and  pamphlets  concerning 
child  health  are  distributed  to  the  mothers. 

The  centres  are  essentially  educational  and  advisory  and 
children  suffering  from  any  complaint  are  as  a rule  referred  to  their 
general  practitioners.  There  are,  however,  certain  forms  of  treat- 
ment for  which  arrangements  are  made. 

Occasionally  where  mother  and  child  need  a period  of  conval- 
escence, arrangements  are  made  to  send  them  to  the  Durham  County 
Council  Piele  Convalescent  Home  at  Shotley  Bridge. 


Child  Welfare  Centres  — Attendances  1952. 


Children 

Children  attending 

-firof  fi'mn 

Centre 

Under  1 yr. 

1-5  yrs. 

Under  1 yr. 

1-5  yrs. 

Frederic  Street 

1927  (2098) 

653  (596) 

155  (158) 

38  (38) 

West  View 

1307  (1413) 

317  (452) 

116  (119) 

31  (43) 

Totals 

3234(3511) 

970(1048) 

271  (277) 

69  (81) 

Figures  for  1951  are  given  in  brackets. 


Medical  and  other  Journals  are  at  intervals  presenting  articles 
with  suggestions  for  improving  the  services  offered  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  Local  Health  Authority 
services  seem  to  receive  a large  proportion  of  the  criticism  and  the 
chief  target  seems  to  be  the  Baby  Welfare  Services.  The  general 
trend  of  the  articles  is  that  the  general  practitioner  should  be  the 
person  to  take  responsibility  for  the  child  from  birth.  This  is  not 
to  be  disputed.  However,  the  functions  of  the  Local  Authority 
Baby  Clinics  as  at  present  constituted  are  essentially  educational 
and  advisory.  Could  the  general  practitioner  afford  the  time,  in 
his  busy  practice,  to  undertake  this  work  ? There  have  been 
suggestions  that  this  service  should  be  taken  over  by  the  hospitals. 
Here  again  the  question  of  accommodation  arises  together  with  the 
fact  that  it  would  be  psychologically  unsound  to  have  fit  mothers 
and  babies  attending  hospital  reguarly. 

I suppose  that  the  real  answer  to  this  problem  is  once  again 
group  practice  in  a Health  Centre — a very  remote  solution  ! 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

In  1952  there  were  17  deaths  of  infants  below  the  age  of  1 year. 
This  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  46.3.  Appendix  II  shows 
how  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  Hartlepool  has  altered  since 
1935.  The  England  and  Wales  average  figures  have  been  plotted 
for  comparison.  So  far  as  it  is  possible  to  ascertain  from  previous 
annual  reports  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  in  Hartlepool  has  never 
fallen  below  the  level  of  the  average  for  England  and  Wales.  This 
indicates  that  there  is  still  room  for  improvement. 

The  causes  of  death  in  the  17  cases  are  given  in  tabular  form 
below. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths  in  relation  to  age  in  Hartlepool. 


DISEASE 

Under 
1 wk 

1-2 

wks 

2-3 

wks 

3-4 

wks 

Total 

under 

4 wks 

1 mnth. 

& under 

3 mths 

3-6 

mths 

6-9 

mths 

9-12 

mths 

Total 

Prematurity 

4 

1 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Broncho  Pneumonia 
Partial  atelectasis  of 

■ 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

5 

lung 

Acute  bilateral  Otitis 

— 

— 

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Media 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Meningocele  and 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Hydrocephalus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Gastro  Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  congestion  of  lungs 
Inattention  at  birth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

1 

— 

1 

(found  dead  on  beach) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Children  Neglected  or  Ill-treated  in  their  own  Homes. 

Area  Committees  to  consider  children  ill-treated  or  neglected 
in  their  own  homes  were  set  up  in  the  County  during  the  year. 
Councillor  Mrs.  Smith  and  myself  have  attended  the  meetings  for 
the  Easington  and  Hartlepool  area  as  Hartlepool  Corporation 
representatives.  During  the  period  of  1952  that  the  Committee 
functioned,  16  cases  from  Hartlepool  were  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Committee. 
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MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

Ante -Natal  Clinics. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  at  both  Frederic  Street  and  West 
View  Clinics.  The  expectant  mother  is  here  attended  by  her  own 
doctor  with  the  Midwives  in  attendance.  The  following  table 
shows  the  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  1952  : — 

Ante-Natal  Clinics — Attendances,  1952  with  figures 
for  1951  in  brackets. 


Centre 

No.  of 
Attendances 

Average  per 
Session 

Frederic  St. 

193  (255) 

8 (11) 

West  View 

47  (67) 

2 (3) 

Total 

240  (322) 

10  (14) 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service  expectant 
mothers  have  been  able  to  have  the  services  of  a doctor  and  if 
necessary  a consultant  without  any  cost.  This  has  naturally  led 
to  a reduction  in  the  attendances  at  local  health  authority  ante- 
natal clinics. 

The  figures  given  above  show  that  the  attendances  at  the 
ante-natal  clinics  in  Hartlepool  have  become  only  a small  proportion 
of  the  total  number  of  expectant  mothers  in  the  town.  It  is 
obvious  that  there  must  be  some  review  of  the  functions  of  the  local 
health  authority  ante-natal  clinics.  There  would  still  appear  to  be 
much  work  they  could  do  with  regard  to  education  which  hospitals 
and  family  doctors  have  not  time  to  do.  This  could  only  be  done 
with  co-operation  of  hospitals  and  general  practitioners.  Here 
again  the  answer  would,  of  course,  be  working  together  in  a health 
centre,  which  solution,  as  previously  stated  can  only,  at  the  moment, 
be  looked  upon  as  a remote  possibility. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

During  the  year  the  3 County  Midwives  working  in  the  Borough 
attended  134  midwifery  and  58  maternity  cases — a total  of  192. 
The  figures  for  1951  were  166  midwifery  and  74  maternity  cases — 
a total  of  240. 

With  the  present  trend  towards  births  in  hospital  and  the 
fall-off  of  the  utilisation  of  the  local  health  authority  clinics  for 
ante-natal  purposes,  the  position  of  the  midwives  has  of  course 
altered.  Review  of  their  position  seems  to  be  just  as  necessary  as 
that  for  the  ante-natal  clinics. 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  childbirth  during  the  year — this 
was  for  the  sixth  year  in  succession.  Whilst  there  are  no  doubt 
many  factors  involved  in  this  very  satisfactory  sequence  I think 
that  due  credit  for  this  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  must  be  shared 
by  the  various  branches  of  the  Obstetric  services  in  the  town. 

Whilst  no  previous  figures  have  been  sought  out  for  comparison 
it  is  to  be  noted  with  interest  that  there  were  184  births  in  hospital 
— 49%  of  the  total. 


Domestic  Help  Service. 

This  service,  which  was  in  being  in  Hartlepool  when  the  Durham 
County  Council  took  over  in  July,  1948,  has  been  carried  out  since 
then  without  interruption. 

There  is  for  the  South-East  Durham  area  a Domestic  Help 
District  Organiser  who  investigates  and  makes  arrangements  for 
the  provision  of  a domestic  help.  Circumstances  requiring  the 
services  of  a help  vary  greatly  but  in  the  main  they  can  be  sum- 
marised by  : confinement  and  laying-in  ; where  the  mother  of  the 
household  is  ill  and  where  elderly  persons  are  unable  to  cope  with 
household  duties. 


Domestic  Help  Cases  during  1952. 

Routine  Cases. 

No.  of  cases  being  assisted  on  1st  January,  1952  . . 37 

No.  of  new  cases  assisted  . . . . . . . . 108 


145 

No.  of  cases  terminated  . . . . . . . . 97 


No.  of  cases  being  assisted  on  31st  December,  1952  48 


No.  of  Old  Age  Pensioners  assisted  . . 117 

No.  of  Maternity  Cases  . . . . 9 

No.  of  Tuberculosis  Cases  . . . . 4 

Other  Cases  . . . . . . . . 15 


145 
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Home  Nursing. 

The  two  nurses  continue  to  do  good  work  in  the  Borough  and 
as  the  figures  below  show  they  have  done  many  more  visits  in  1952 
than  during  1951.  Unfortunately  there  was  still  during  the  year 
no  home  nurse  resident  in  the  town.  This  unsatisfactory  state  of 
affairs  it  is  hoped,  will  be  remedied  in  the  near  future. 

Visits  made  by  Nurses  during  1952. 


General — 

New  Cases 

Visits 

Medical 

262 

(150) 

5,630 

(4,367) 

Surgical 

58 

(24) 

1,491 

(842) 

Tuberculosis — 

Medical 

11 

(14) 

313 

(included 
in  above) 

Surgical 

— 

— 

Others 

— 

191 

(98) 

331 

(188) 

7,625 

(5,307) 

(Figures  for  1951  in  brackets) 


Birth  Control  Clinic. 

Attendances  at  the  Clinic  during  the  year  1952  totalled  201. 
There  were  22  sessions  giving  an  average  attendance  of  9 per 
session. 


Table  shewing  reasons  for  attending  Clinic 


Reason  for 
attending 

Health 

Housing 

difficulties 

Planning 
of  Family 

Not 

recorded 

Total 

Number 

attending 

33 

10 

53 

13 

109 

(incl.  3 T.B.) 

Table  showing  by  whom  referred 


Person 

advising 

attendance 

Doctor 

Nurse,  H.V. 
or 

Midwife 

Friend 

or 

Relation 

Not 

recorded 

Total 

Number 

attending 

30 

18 

52 

9 

109 

The  figures  shown  show  that  even  on  strictly  medical  grounds 
there  is  a need  for  this  clinic  in  the  town.  How  much  better  that 
women  requiring  advice  should  be  able  to  obtain  it  from  fully 
trained  medical  personnel  at  a proper  clinic  rather  than  having  to 
depend  on  advertisements  or  unqualified  persons,  to  inform,  or, 
as  is  often  the  case,  misinform  them. 
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THE  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

The  School  Health  Service  in  Hartlepool  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Durham  County  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
acting  as  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  carries  out  routine 
medical  inspections  of  schoolchildren  on  the  school  premises. 
Each  child  is  examined  at  least  4 times  during  attendance  at 
school  i.e.  on  entry  ; .between  8 and  9 years  ; at  11  years  and  as  a 
leaver. 

Changes  during  the  year  were  particularly  related  to  the  school 
dental  service  and  the  speech  therapy  service. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Sim  started  in  July,  1952  as  a part-time  School 
Dental  Officer  so  that  a reasonable  school  dental  service  in  Hart- 
lepool became  possible  for  the  first  time  since  1949. 

Hartlepool  schoolchildren  requiring  speech  therapy  have  in 
the  past  had  to  travel  to  Stockton.  The  appointment  of  a therapist 
for  this  area  meant  that  the  children  were  seen  at  West  View  Clinic. 
This  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  unfortunately  only  lasted  from 
September  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Since  this  latter  date  Stockton 
has  once  again  become  the  centre  for  speech  therapy  for  Hartlepool 
children. 

The  arrangements  whereby  children  are  only  referred 
to  Hospital  for  specialist  examination,  with  the  knowledge  and 
approval  of  the  General  Practitioners,  has  continued. 

An  indication  of  the  extent  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  is  given  by  the  figures  below. 

Medical  Inspection  Statistics. 

No.  of  Inspections  in  Prescribed  Groups. 

Entrants  . . . . 442 

8-9  years  (included  in  other  routine  inspections) 

1 1 plus  years  . . 397 

Leavers  . . . . 277 


1,116 


Other  Routine  Inspections — 299. 

No.  of  Special  Examinations — 360. 

No.  of  children  who  attended  Clinic  for  treatment — 1,003 
(3,881  attendances). 

No.  of  children  who  attended  Clinic  for  examination — 1,033 
(2,048  attendances). 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  SENIOR  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  for  the  Year  1952. 

Health  Department, 

Frederic  Street, 

Hartlepool. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Emphasis  in  the  year  under  review,  as  in  all  years  since  the 
end  of  the  war,  has  been  on  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  property 
and  this  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  inability  of  owners  to  afford  to  carry 
out  even  minimum  repairs  and  to  maintain  their  properties  in  a 
minimum  state  of  fitness  let  alone  to  catch  up  on  the  lag  of  repairs 
accruing  during  the  war  years.  An  adequate  increase  in  rents  to 
compensate  for  the  increased  costs  of  repairs  is  essential  provided 
that  any  increase  granted  is  conditional  on  the  repair  of  the  house 
for  which  the  increase  is  granted.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Government,  now  that  they  have  this  under  review,  will  reach  a 
speedy  decision  on  this  very  important  matter. 

In  these  days  of  restriction  on  capital  expenditure,  the  high 
cost  of  the  provision  of  new  houses  and  the  rate  of  deterioration 
of  houses  to  slums,  is  it  too  drastic  to  suggest  that  the  cost  of  the 
provision  of  a new  3-bedroomed  house  would  ensure  the  repair  and 
improvement  to  a good  standard  of  a number  of  existing  houses  to 
the  benefit  of  a larger  number  of  tenants  and  a reduction  of  Council’s 
waiting  lists  ? 

The  Committee  and  Council  can  only  feel  gratified  that  the 
policy  of  slum  clearance  and  redevelopment  adopted  over  2 years 
is  now  being  advocated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  During  the 
year,  slum  clearance  and  re-housing  has  proceeded  smoothly  and 
re-development  of  areas  has  at  times  been  put  in  hand  before  the 
sites  had  been  finally  cleared  and  that  clearance  of  blighted  areas 
is  in  step  with  the  proposals  contained  in  the  Development  Plan 
which  is  awaiting  confirmation. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  thank  those  members  of  the 
staff  of  this  and  other  Departments  for  their  co-operation  and 
assistance  without  which  so  much  could  not  have  been  accomplished. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  WARD, 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

The  demand  on  the  time  of  your  staff  in  respect  of  property 
repairs  and  maintenance  still  continues  at  an  abnormally  high 
level,  particularly  in  times  of  bad  weather,  and  to  the  detriment  of 
other  routine  work  and  the  number  of  repair  notices  served  is  again 
in  excess  of  last  year’s  peak. 

A total  of  592  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  1929 
re-inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  properties  under  notice. 
343  informal  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  406  houses  with 
regard  to  nuisances  existing  thereon  and  317  such  notices  affecting 
429  houses  were  complied  with.  On  the  authority  of  the  Committee 
36  Statutory  Notices  were  served  in  the  year  with  respect  to  43 
houses  and  41  such  notices  were  complied  with  in  respect  of  47 
houses. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  one  Statutory  Notice,  not  fully  complied 
with,  was  abated  on  default  of  the  owner  to  a house  and  the 
necessary  action  taken  to  recover  the  expenses  incurred  which 
amounted  to  a total  of  £94  10s.  Od. 

To  summarise,  a total  of  379  notices  were  served  in  respect  of 
449  houses  and  388  such  notices  were  complied  with  to  476  houses 
and  these  figures  represent  an  advance  of  37%  on  the  comparative 
statistics  for  1949. 

The  foregoing  amply  illustrates  what  I have  emphasised  in 
every  report  since  the  end  of  the  war,  that  is,  the  ever-increasing 
inability  of  property  owners,  as  repair  costs  rise  year  by  year,  to 
even  maintain  their  properties  in  a minimum  fit  state,  let  alone 
catch  up  on  lag  of  repairs  accruing  during  the  war  years,  on  a rent 
that  bears  no  relationship  to  present  day  costs. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Dwellinghouses. 

Notifiable  diseases  

Other  Diseases  

Verminous  Premises 

Dirty  Premises  

Overcrowded  condition 
Houses  let  in  lodgings 
Housing  & Public  Health  Acts 

Water  Supply 

Animals,  etc.  kept  

Supervision  of  removals 
Rat  infested  premises 


Inspection  Re-inspections  Total 

13  — 13 

12  4 16 

5 13  18 


740  2208  2948 

13  28  41 

5—5 
271  — 271 

193  438  631 
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Inspection  Re-inspections  Total 


Other  Premises. 


Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

14 

5 

19 

Stables  :. 

3 

— 

3 

Offensive  trades 

20 

11 

31 

Marine  Stores 

4 

— 

4 

Accumulation  of  rubbish 

9 

9 

18 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

55 

28 

83 

Factories  with  no  mechanical  power  26 

13 

39 

Workplaces  .... 

4 

— 

4 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

3 

— 

3 

Sale  of  Rag  Flock 

1 

— 

1 

Pet  Animals  Act 

5 

— 

5 

Food  Premises. 


Licensed  Premises  

80 

24 

104 

Meat  Shops  . 

24 

2 

26 

Provision  Shops  

102 

71 

173 

Fish  Shops — wet  

6 

2 

8 

Fish  Shops — fried  

12 

4 

16 

Milk  Shops  and  Dairies 

55 

10 

65 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

33 

13 

46 

Bake-houses 

24 

6 

30 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

41 

7 

48 

Miscellaneous— Action  taken. 


No.  of  complaints  investigated  during  year  ....  509 

Informal  notices  served  343 

Informal  notices  complied  with  ....  ....  ....  347 

Second  or  reminder  notices  sent  312 

Nuisances  abated  without  service  of  written  notice  14 

Statutory  notices  served  36 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  41 

Notices  abated  on  default  of  owner  1 

Warning  letters  sent  18 

Interviews  with  owners  Ill 

Interviews  with  builders  53 


Sanitary  Improvements  and  repairs  effected  : — 

By  owner  Council  on 
No  Notice  under  notice  default  of 


Owner 

Houses. 

Repaired  and  made  fit 

14 

429 

1 

Roofs  repaired 

1 

133 

1 

Floors  repaired,  ventilated  etc. 

1 

29 

— 

Plastered  walls  and  ceilings  repaired 

1 

79 

— 

26 


No  Notice 

By  owner 
under  notice 

Council  on 
default  of 

Windows  repaired  and  sashcords 
renewed  

1 

75 

owner. 

Pantry  repaired  or  provided 

— 

5 

— 

Staircases  repaired  (internal  and 
external)  

1 

19 

Doors  reliung  or  repaired 

1 

103 

— 

Fireplaces,  ranges  repaired, 
re-set,  renewned 

37 

Chimneys  or  stacks  repaired.... 

1 

27 

— 

New  sinks  provided  and  fixed 

— 

4 

— 

Sink  wastes  repaired  or  renewed 

1 

21 

— 

Water  supply  provided  inside 
houses  

Wash  coppers  repaired  or  provided 

— 

20 

— 

Pumps  repaired  

— 

4 

— 

Walls  pointed.... 

1 

31 

— 

Outbuildings  repaired 

— 

35 

— 

Eaves  and  downspouts  repaired  or 
renewed  .... 

112 

Dangerous  walls  repaired  .... 

— 

15 

— 

Yard  paving  repaired 

— 

8 

— 

Water  services  repaired 

4 

63 

— 

Dust  bins  provided  

— 

49 

— 

Animals  improperly  kept  .... 

— 

2 

— 

Accumulation  of  rubbish  .... 

3 

9 

— 

Verminous,  etc.  Premises. 


Dirty  houses  cleansed 

— 

5 

— 

Verminous  houses — bugs 

11 

9 

— 

Verminous  houses — other  vermin 

32 

— 

— 

Bedding  etc.  disinfected  (lots) 

8 

— 

— 

Bedding  etc.  destroyed  (lots) 

49 

— 

— • 

Drainage. 

Obstructed  drains  cleansed .... 

2 

51 

— 

New  gullys  fixed  in  yards  .... 

— 

1 

— 

Drains  repaired  and  reconstructed 

— 

6 

— 

Inspection  chambers  built  .... 

— 

— 

— 

W.C.  basins  renewed.... 

— 

19 

— 

W.C.  pedestal  basins  in  lieu  of  old 
type  
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W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed 

2 

62 

— 

W.C.  compartments  cleansed 

— 

— 

— 

W.C.  compartments  repaired 

— 

73 

— 
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Derelict  Property. 

During  the  year  31  derelict  houses  have  been  demolished  by 
the  owner  and  all  but  one  of  the  cleared  sites  are  included  in 
proposed  slum  clearance  sites. 

A total  of  156  derelict  houses  have  been  demolished  in  3 years 
the  majority  of  them  being  in  areas  that  have  been  acquired 
compulsorily. 

One  statutory  notice  in  respect  of  rubbish  was  abated  during 
the  year. 


Vermin  Infestation. 

There  has  been  no  variation  in  the  methods  used  from  previous 
years  i.e.  liquid  and  powder  insecticides. 

Bug-infested  houses  dealt  with  numbered  20,  a number  of 
which  were  properties  vacated  by  successful  applicants  for  new 
houses.  Of  11  Council  properties  infested  all  were  old  leasehold 
houses. 

The  furniture  and  effects  of  261  tenants  was  inspected  and 
disinfested  as  necessary  prior  to  re-housing  taking  place  and 
verminous  properties  thus  rendered  vacant  were  disinfested  prior 
to  re-letting. 

Furniture  and  bedding  not  capable  of  being  cleansed  satis- 
factorily is  removed  and  destroyed  ; this  action  was  carried  out 
in  49  cases.  The  trouble  and  expense  involved  has  been  amply 
repaid  in  the  freedom  of  vacated  Council  houses  from  vermin 
when  inspected  prior  to  re-letting. 

A total  of  52  houses  were  treated  during  the  year  for  vermin 
infestation  as  below. 

Bug-infested  20  Lice  1 

Black  beetles  21  Wood-boring  beetles  3 

Fleas  7 


Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  Standing  Committee  of  Tees-side  local  authorities  dealing 
with  this  problem  still  continues  to  function  actively  and  during 
the  year  additional  deposit  gauges  have  been  put  into  operation 
by  different  authorities.  Steps  were  taken  during  the  year  to  try 
and  identify,  from  a detailed  analysis  of  deposited  matter,  particular 
sources  of  pollution  and  their  extent.  All  information  gathered 
by  local  authorities  is  collated. 
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The  two  gauges  sited  in  Hartlepool  continue  to  function 
satisfactorily  and  the  period  of  operation  does  now  permit  broad 
conclusions  to  be  drawn.  The  Gray  Square  gauge  sited  in  a built-up 
area  shows  an  average  deposit  much  greater  than  the  one  sited  in 
semi-rural  surroundings  and  with  a sustained  north-west  wind  the 
amount  of  deposited  matter  in  the  Gray  Square  gauge  was  429 
tons  per  square  mile  per  annum  and  this  confirms  the  opinion 
that  a very  considerable  widespread  nuisance  is  occurring  from  the 
docks  from  ships  coaling.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  form  any 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  this  heavy  pollution  in  the  shortened  life 
of  clothes  and  domestic  fabrics  and  linen. 

Appendix  III  shows  the  monthly  record  of  deposited  matter 
in  the  gauge. 

Dust  Nuisance — Palliser  Works. 

I reported  last  year  that  the  new  large  kiln  was  brought  into 
operation  at  the  above  works  together  with  flue  gas  washing 
apparatus  and  electric  precipitators  and  that  it  had  proved  highly 
successful  but  that  unexpected  and  very  severe  corrosion  had  put 
the  precipitator  out  of  action. 

Unfortunately,  during  the  year  severe  corrosion  caused  a 
number  of  further  failures  on  this  precipitator  and  eventually  it 
had  to  be  by-passed.  As  a result  the  precipitator  to  the  original 
kiln  was  not  brought  into  use  but  after  it  had  been  by-passed  the 
washtower  alone  has  been  used.  With  the  necessity  of  equating 
the  available  water  supply  between  the  2 towers,  both  discharging 
into  a common  stack,  and  without  the  use  of  the  precipitators 
with  which  the  plant  had  been  designed  to  run,  the  resultant 
emission  was  sufficient  to  create  a nuisance  though  there  was  a 
marked  diminution  in  the  volume  of  the  emission. 

At  the  year-end  new  type  electrodes  were  being  obtained  to 
see  if  they  would  withstand  corrosion  and  at  the  same  time  steps 
were  being  taken  to  increase  the  amount  of  water  supplied  to  each 
washtower  so  as  to  further  reduce  the  nuisance  until  the  trouble 
with  the  precipitators  had  been  overcome  and  to  act  as  a standby 
in  the  event  of  any  further  failure.  This  will  mean  considerable 
alteration  to  exisiting  drainage  arrangements  at  the  works. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  whole-hearted  efforts  of  the  manage- 
ment have  not  met  with  more  success. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Premises — Fish  Curing  7 ; Miscellaneous  2. 

Two  establishments  carrying  on  the  trade  of  fish  curers  had 
annual  licences  renewed  for  a further  period  of  twelve  months. 
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Informal  action,  indicated  below,  had  to  be  taken  on  occasions 
to  abate  nuisance  : — 

Limewash  3 Sanitary  accommodation  4 

Structural  defects  1 Rubbish  4 

Water  service  1 Defective  floor  1 

Water  Supply. 

The  town  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Hartlepool  Water 
Company  Limited,  from  boreholes  situated  at  two  places  within 
the  district  of  the  County  Borough  of  West  Hartlepool.  There  is 
no  information  to  show  that  the  supply  has  been  insufficient  in 
quantity  during  the  year. 

The  supply  has  been  found  to  be  at  all  times  pure  and  wholesome 
though  of  outstanding  hardness. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  houses  in  an  area  taken  over  in 
boundary  extensions  in  1936  all  the  houses  in  the  town  are 
supplied  from  public  water  mains  direct  to  the  houses. 

Report  on  water  sample  from  supply  : — 


Parts  per  100,000 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ..  ..  ..  ..  15.6500 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  . . . . . . . . 0. 1160 

Ammonia  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.0012 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ..  ..  ..  0.0017 

Oxygen  Absorption  . . . . . . . . 0 . 0254 

Injurious  Metals  . . . . . . . . None 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  @ 100°  C . . . . 95.0000 

pH  value  of  Sample  . . . . . . . . 7.5 


Temporary  Hardness  ..  v.  23.0  Degrees 
Permanent  Hardness  ..  ..20.8  „ 

Colour  of  Sample  on  Hazen  Scale  . . . . 2 

Appearance  of  Sample  in  2-foot  tube  . . not  quite  bright 
Odour  when  heated  to  50°  C. . . . . . None 


Microscopical  Examination. 

Satisfactory. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 37°  C. 

after  72  hours  . . . . . . . . 0 per  ml. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @ 20-22° 

C.  after  72  hours  . . . . . . . . 0 per  ml. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  at  37°  C.  after  72 

hours  . . . . . . . . . . Negative  in  100  ml. 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @ 45°  C.  in  40  ml.  Negative. 
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Observations. 

The  sample  is  of  a high  order  of  purity  when  judged  both  by 
the  results  of  the  chemical  analysis  and  the  bacteriological  exam- 
ination and  it  is  of  good  and  wholesome  quality  for  human 
consumption. 

Burst  Main. 

Through  unusual  circumstances  heavy  contamination  of  a 
broken  trunk  main  from  a sewer  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  and  after  repair  the  main  was  thoroughly  sterilised  and  not 
brought  into  use  until  satisfactory  bacteriological  results  were 
obtained. 


HOUSING  ACTS,  1936-1952. 

Slum  Clearance. 

Slum  clearance  proceeded  smoothly  and  speedy  re-housing  has 
meant  the  rapid  clearance  of  areas  and,  on  occasions,  redevelopment 
of  sites  has  been  put  in  hand  before  the  last  of  the  families  had 
been  re-housed.  As  mentioned  last  year,  these  represent  the  last 
of  the  ‘tidying-up’  areas  dealt  with  to  facilitate  the  development 
of  pre-war  cleared  sites.  At  the  year-end  all  the  preliminary 
inspections  had  been  carried  out  in  respect  of  44  houses  in  a 
proposed  compulsory  purchase  order  and  of  83  houses  in  a 
proposed  clearance  order.  The  property  going  to  make  up  the 
Clearance  Order  is  an  isolated  pocket  of  property,  a lot  of  which 
is  derelict,  in  the  middle  of  the  docks. 

The  problem  of  accommodation  for  single  occupants  of  both 
sexes,  some  aged,  but  with  preponderance  of  men  who  need 
supervision  was  receiving  active  consideration  at  the  year-end,  and 
with  every  prospect  of  an  early  solution.  It  has  not  proved  possible 
to  acquire  and  adopt  existing  premises  economically  and  the 
provision  of  hostel  accommodation  properly  staffed  is  likely  to 
prove  very  costly  and  beyond  the  reach  of  the  type  of  person  it  is 
designed  to  help. 

This  class  of  person,  in  practice,  gravitate  to  low  class  housing 
either  for  economic  reasons  or  due  to  apathy  and  as  the  majority 
appear  to  have  no  interested  relatives  or  great  interest  in  life  do 
in  time  deteriorate  to  such  an  extent  as  sooner  or  later  need 
institutional  treatment. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

During  the  year  7 closing  orders  and  10  demolition  orders 
affecting  17  houses  were  made  and  10  families  totalling  38  persons 
were  re-housed. 
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In  addition  to  the  making  of  formal  closing  orders,  informal 
action  secured  the  voluntary  closure  of  19  houses  and  the  re-housing 
of  19  families  ; the  House  Management  Committee  re-house  on 
my  certificate  as  to  the  insanitary  conditions  of  the  house  and  on 
a written  undertaking  from  the  owner  not  to  re-let ; 13  houses 

thus  vacated  were  demolished  voluntarily  and  the  majority  are 
sited  in  proposed  slum  clearance  areas. 

Overcrowding. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  an  accurate  picture  of  the  present 
overcrowding  position  without  carrying  out  a fresh  survey. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 
• housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 


Acts)  554 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  2762 

(2)  (a) ' Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  in  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations, 

1925  & 1932  148 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  427 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  148 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  to  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ....  406 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Authority  or 
their  officers  429 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 
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A — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  41 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  1 


B — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ....  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  5 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  — 

C — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demo- 
lition Orders  were  made  10 


(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 


D — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ....  7 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ....  — 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  Not  known 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  Not  known 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  Not  known 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year ....  — 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  — 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ....  — 
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(d)  Particulars  of  any  such  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  local  auth-  — 

ority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  over- 
crowding (abated  after  informal  action  had  been 
taken)  

(e)  Any  other  particulars  in  respect  of  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

may  considei  it  desirable  to  report — 

(It  is  not  possible  to  give  an  accurate  picture  of  the  present 
overcrowding  position  without  carrying  out  a fresh  survey). 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  1937-1949. 


Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


21  inspections  of  meat  and  other  foods  were  carried  out  during 
the  year,  and  weight  of  food  condemned  amounted  to  3 cwts. 
0 st.  8 lbs.  The  weight  of  food  condemned  showed  a decrease  over 
the  previous  year. 


Food  condemned  : — 


Miscellaneous  canned  goods 

Fish  

Meat 

Miscellaneous  goods 


9st.  1 lb. 

2 st. 

10  st. 

3 st.  7 lbs. 


There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  town  and  centralised 
slaughtering  is  carried  out  in  the  adjoining  town  of  West  Hartlepool. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT  REGULATIONS),  1924. 

Number  of  retail  butchers’  shops  at  the  year-end — 17. 

All  the  butchers’  shops  in  the  town  continue  to  be  well- 
maintained  though  lack  of  accommodation  is  a handicap  in  a number 
of  cases.  The  majority  of  shops  are  provided  with  refrigerators — 
an  essential  requirement  in  all  such  shops. 

Defects  remedied  by  informal  action  : — 

Decorate — 1 ; defective  sanitary  accommodation — 1 ; 

Sink,  H.  & C.  water — 1 ; insufficient  bins — 1. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Persons  and  premises  registered  under  the  above  orders  at  the 
year-end  are  as  follows  : — 
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Distributors  with  retail  dairy  premises  in  the  town  3 

Distributors  with  no  retail  premises  in  the  town  . . 5 

— 8 

Retail  purveyors  of  bottled  milk  only  . . . . 44 

There  was  a net  increase  of  3 distributors  (bottled  milk  only). 

All  premises  continued  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  but  informal  action  had  to  be  taken  on  several  occasions 
with  regard  to  stacking  milk  crates  on  the  ground  in  contravention 
of  the  regulations. 

All  of  the  milk  on  sale  is  bottled  graded  milk,  a very  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS,  1949. 


Licences  granted  under  these  orders  and  in 
end  are  as  follows  : — 


Dealers * 
Licences 


force  at  the  year- 

Supplementary 

Licences 


T.T.  (Pasteurised) 
Pasteurised  Milk 
Sterilised  Milk  . . 
T uberculin-T  es  t ed 


Milk  . . 13 

13 
44 
2 


2 

2 

1 


Both  the  T.T.  Pasteurised  and  Pasteurised  milk  on  sale  in  the 
town  are  each  derived  from  3 sources  and  the  supply  position  and 
the  quality  was  well  maintained. 

There  was  a net  increase  of  11  licences  issued  during  the  year 
all  of  which  related  to  the  sale  of  bottled  milk  from  shops. 


Purity  of  Milk  Supplies — Bacteriological  Examination. 

T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  : — All  12  samples  submitted  for 
examination  passed  the  Methylene  blue  test  as  to  keeping  quality 
and  the  Phosphatase  test  as  to  efficiency  of  pasteurising. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : — All  12  samples  submitted  passed  the 
prescribed  Methylene  blue  and  Phosphatase  tests. 

A representative  number  of  samples  were  school  milks. 

Tuberculin -Tested  Milk  : — 3 samples  were  submitted  and 
all  passed  the  Methylene  blue  test. 


Ice  Cream. 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  3 
Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  . . . . 47 

Premises  registered  and  selling  ice  cream  . . . . 40 
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7 premises  were  registered  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  for 
the  sale  of  ice  cream  prepacked. 

2 manufacturers  of  ice  cream  were  using  a proprietary  cold 
mix  powder  and  all  the  necessary  equipment  was  provided  to 
comply  with  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations  in  respect  of  the 
remaining  manufacturer. 

In  all  but  3 instances,  ice  cream  on  retail  from  shops  is  prepacked 
but  is  mostly  loose  as  sold  from  vehicles.  Vehicles  were  well 
fitted-out  and  maintained  in  a reasonable  condition. 


Purity  of  Ice  Cream — Bacteriological  Examination. 

It  did  not  prove  possible  to  undertake  proper  routine  sampling 
of  ice  cream  for  bacteriological  examination  for  it  is  on  the  results 
of  a number  of  samples  that  an  opinion  as  to  the  quality  is  assessed. 


Food  Premises. 

No  specific  measures  were  taken  during  the  year  in  the  way  of 
Clean  Food  Campaigns  etc.  but  routine  inspections  of  all  premises 
was  carried  out  as  often  as  possible  in  view  of  the  disruption 
of  routine  work.  By  the  year-end  it  can  be  said  that  all  premises 
complied  with  the  minimum  standard  of  section  13  except  a few 
shortly  to  be  dealt  with  by  slum  clearance.  A lot  of  exisiting 
properties  are  difficult  to  improve  owing  to  congestion  on  site  and 
proposed  early  slum  clearance  action.  All  new  shops  provided  by 
the  Council  on  new  housing  estates  complied  with  the  minimum 
requirements  of  section  13  but  owing  to  restriction  on  capital  costs 
they  could  not  be  said  to  have  been  built  to  an  ideal  standard. 

All  infringements  or  defects  found  on  inspection  were  remedied 
as  the  result  of  informal  action  and  are  tabulated  below. 

Number  of  different  classes  of  premises  excluding  premises 
covered  by  specific  regulations  : — 

Catering  Establishments,  private — 14  ; Industrial — 4 ; 

Schools — 6.  Total — 24. 

Provision  shops — 75  ; Bakehouses — 13  ; Fish  Shops — 13. 
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Defects  discovered  and  remedied  during  the  year  : 


Catering 

Establishments 

Fish 

Shops 

Bakehouses 

Provision 

Shops 

Total 

Lack  of  Cleanliness 

2 

2 

— 

5 

9 

Lack  of  hot  water 

— 

— 

— 

11 

11 

Lack  of  personal  cleanliness 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Lack  of  towels  and  soap 

— 

— 

— 

10 

10 

No  hot  water  fitted 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

No  sinks  fitted 

— 

1 

4 

14 

19 

Defective  decoration,  structure 

2 

— 

1 

3 

6 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation 

2 

— 

— 

7 

9 

Defective  drains 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Defective  water  supply 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Defective  ventilation 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

No  ashbins 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Animals  kept 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

13 

4 

5 

59 

81 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Routine  inspection  of  factories  was  somewhat  disrupted  during 
the  year  but  little  arose  that  calls  for  comment  but  it  is  pleasing  to 
note  the  change  in  attitude  of  managements  during  the  past  few 
years  in  respect  of  those  functions  of  the  acts  administered  by  the 
Council  and  today  there  is,  generally  speaking,  adequate  supervision 
as  compared  with  a few  years  ago  when  it  was  ‘no-one's  business’ 

Modernisation  and  improvements  to  all  accommodation  in  the 
dock  area  was  being  implemented  during  the  year,  though  perhaps 
at  a slow  rate,  and  where  drainage  and  water  supply  is  available 
modem  standard  blocks  of  accommodation  are  replacing  antiquated 
and  insanitary  accommodation. 

Details  of  inspections  carried  out  and  defects  discovered  are 
indicated  in  the  following  table  : — 


37 


Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sections 

2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorites 

12 

12 

12 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

62 

83 

16 

_ 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-wor- 
kers’ premises 

10 

27 

7 

— 

TOTAL 

84 

122 

35 

— 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

which 

Particulars 

rem- 

Referred 

prosecutions 

Found 

edied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  .... 

4 

4 

Overcrowding. ..  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  insufficient 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

17 

14 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offen- 

ces relating  to  outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

26 

24 

— 

1 

— 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  infestations  dealt  with 
during  the  year  and  nothing  arose  which  calls  for  comment.  Two 
major  infestations  on  agricultural  land  and  allotments  proved 
troublesome  when  this  land  was  disturbed  and  for  new  house 
building.  On  a survey  of  adjoining  farms  they  were  found  to  be 
heavily  infested  and  the  necessary  arrangements  were  made  with 
the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  to  carry  out  the  disinfest- 
ations. 

Infestation  of  dwellinghouses  was  principally  sporadic  in 
nature. 

Action  as  to  proofing  of  premises  had  to  be  taken  on  several 
occasions  but  no  formal  action  under  the  Act  was  called  for. 

Types  of  infested  areas  dealt  with  other  than  houses  are  as 
below. 


Industrial  premises  5 Provision  Shops  1 

Tips  1 Business  Premises  3 

Allotments  1 Restaurants  2 

Hospitals  1 Places  of  Public  Entertainment  4 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricultural 

All  other 

(including  Busi- 

ness&  Industrial) 

TOTAL 

Total  number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District 

49 

4855 

4 

360 

5068 

II  Number  of  properties  ins- 
pected by  the  Local  Author- 
ity during  1952  as  a result 
(a)  of  Notification  or  (b) 
otherwise... 

(a)  2 

(b)  5 

149 

7 

2 

12 

16 

163 

30 

Ill  Number  of  properties 
(under  II)  found  to  be 
infested  by  rats 

4 

Major 

13 

2 

2 

21 

3 

Minor 

65 

— 

12 

80 

IV  Number  of  properties 
(under  II)  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  by  mice . . 

_ 

41 

_ 

2 

43 

V Number  of  infested 
properties  (under  III  & IV) 
treated  by  theLocal  Authority 

7 

119 

_ 

16 

142 

VI  Number  of  Notices  served 
under  Section  4 : — 

(1)  Treatment 

_ 

_ 

2 



2 

(2)  Structural  Works  (i.e. 
Proofing) 

— 

2 

— 

2 

4 

VII  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken  by 
Local  Authority  following 
issue  of  notice  under  section 

4 

VIII  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

IX  Number  of  "block”  control 
schemes  carried  out 

....  6 

Number  of  dead  rats  recovered — poison  282 

— traps  250  Total  532. 

Number  of  dead  mice  recovered  — 195 
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